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[bookmark: concepts]Concepts
Suppose we have a known population attribute described by the random variable  with pdf , mean , and standard deviation . A random sample of the population attribute is the list  of independent random variables each having the same distribution as . A statistic is a function  from random samples. Two important statistics are the sample mean

and the sample variance

We are interested in the distribution of , called the sampling distribution of .
An approximation to the sampling distribution can be found via simulation. Before computers became powerful enough to carry out large simulations, many sampling distributions were obtained theoretically using calculus and algebra. Some of these results are listed below.
1.  and .
1.  and  where  is the fourth central moment of each . The table provides formulas for  for several random variables (mathworld.wolfram.com is a good source for this type of information).
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1. The limit of the distribution of  as  approaches  is the standard normal distribution.
1. The limit of the distribution of  as  approaches  is the standard normal distribution.
1. If each , then  and .
1. If each , then  has a Student  distribution with  degrees of freedom.
1. If each , then .
1. If each , then .
[bookmark: cereal-example]Cereal Example
A cereal manufacturer packages cereal in boxes with a 12-ounce label weight. Suppose that the actual distribution of weights is normal with mean 12.2 ounces and standard deviation 0.2 ounce. Use both simulation and theoretical approaches to find the probabilities of the following events.
1. A single box is under the labeled weight.
1. The mean of a sample of four boxes is under the labeled weight.
1. The standard deviation of a sample of four boxes is under 0.2 ounce.
[bookmark: widget-lifetime-example]Widget Lifetime Example
The lifetimes of widgets follow an exponential distribution with a mean of 250 hours.
1. What proportion of the widgets will fail within 120 hours?
1. What is the probability that the mean lifetime of a sample of nine widgets is under 120 hours?
1. What is the probability that in a sample of nine widgets, at least one will fail within 120 hours?
[bookmark: coin-flips-example]Coin Flips Example
What is the probability that there are fewer than 35 heads in 100 flips of a fair coin?
[bookmark: gamma-population-sampling-distributions]Gamma Population Sampling Distributions
Suppose the population attribute  has a gamma distribution with shape parameter  and scale parameter .
1. Calculate the mean and standard deviation of . Display the pdf of  and a normal distribution with the same mean and standard deviation as .
1. For samples of size , simulate sampling distributions for the sample mean, sample variance, and method of moments estimators.
1. For the statistic , calculate the theoretical mean and variance and the mean, standard error (standard deviation divided by the square root of the number of simulation runs), and variance of the simulated values. Display the sampling distribution as a density plot with what should be a matching gamma pdf and could be a matching normal pdf if the sample size is sufficiently large. Compare the simulation with theoretical results.
1. For the statistic , calculate the theoretical mean and variance and the mean, standard error, and variance of the simulated values. Display the sampling distribution as a density plot with what could be a matching normal pdf if the sample size is sufficiently large. Compare the simulation with theoretical results.
1. For the statistic , calculate the mean, standard error, and standard deviation of the simulated values. Display the sampling distribution as a density plot with a normal pdf with the same mean and standard deviation as the simulated data. Compare the simulation with theoretical results.
1. For the statistic , calculate the mean, standard error, and standard deviation of the simulated values. Display the sampling distribution as a density plot with a normal pdf with the same mean and standard deviation as the simulated data. Compare the simulation with theoretical results.
[bookmark: proving-the-theoretical-results]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Proving the Theoretical Results
During our discussion of parameter estimation, we proved the general expressions for , , and . Our goal in this section is to examine result 5 in the Concepts section: If each , then  and . We will prove the first half and provide numerical evidence to support the second half.
1. If  and  are numbers and , then .
1. If  and  are independent continuous random variables with pdfs  and , then  is a continuous random variable with pdf .
1. If  and  are independent, then .
1. If  for  are independent, then .
1. If  for  are independent, then .
1. Choose a positive integer , a real number , and a positive real number . For samples of size  from a population attribute , simulate sampling distributions for the sample variance. Compare the mean, standard deviation, pdf, and cdf from the simulation with the theoretical .
