History of Africa

HIST 350: T and Th 12:30-1:45
AD28, Fall 2004

Prof. Jan Bender Shetler, Goshen College

Course Description:

The study of African History from ancient times to the present with an emphasis on topical studies of land and food, slavery and social reciprocity, and transformations in political authority.   The course encourages historical analysis for the purpose of responding positively to pessimistic predictions of Africa’s future and appreciating Africa’s strengths.

Outline of Study 

A. Environmental/Economic History

1. Land and Food (EAST AFRICA)

a. Origins to 19th c., the largest time scale of longterm, structural, geographic time

b. The Material Base

2. Guiding Questions

a. Famine in Africa today is most often explained by environmental degradation caused by unsound farming and herding practices, disease and overpopulation.

b. How might an historical understanding of the long term changing relationship between people and the environment contribute to a more nuanced analysis of the causes of food shortage?

B. Social History of Labor

1. Social Reciprocity, Slavery and Wage Labor (WEST AFRICA)

a. From the era of the slave trade to colonialism, middle time scale of social patterns

b. The Social Base

2. Guiding Questions

a. Underdevelopment in Africa today is often explained by its inability to catch up with the modern world, specifically in terms of technology and work force.  Whether because of the restraints of tradition or exploitation originating in the slave trade African labor is underutilized and inefficient.

b. How might an historical understanding of the transformations of labor allocation in Africa from early understandings of reciprocity through the slave trade and wage labor contribute to a more nuanced analysis of poverty and development?

C. Political History

1. Authority and the State (SOUTHERN AFRICA)

a. From the colonial era to the present, the short time scale of individual events

b. The Political Base

2. Guiding Questions

a. The collapse of the state in Africa today is most often explained by a lack of democratic models and the inability of diverse “tribes” to coexist?

b. How might an historical understanding of the transformations in political authority in Africa contribute to a more nuanced analysis of the present political crisis of the state?

Course Objectives

1. What do we know?  To gain a basic knowledge, various perspectives on, and insights in respect to the history of Africa from earliest times the present.  Students should leave the class with knowledge of both the roots that bind Africans together and the unique ways in which societies in various regions responded to the challenges in different ways.

2. How do we know it?  To engage in the critical practice of analyzing sources and forming original historical arguments articulated clearly in both in oral and written form.  By reading and reflecting we develop critical skills in reasoning and argumentation, skills that are essential to intellectual and personal growth.

3. What difference does it make?  To appreciate the strengths of Africa and to be able to apply this knowledge to the tough problems facing Africa today.  This includes being able to unpack the stereotypes surrounding Africa that result from a long history of racial discrimination as well as to face its very real the internal problems.

Course Policies

1. Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  After three unexcused absences your grade will drop one percentage point for each day you are absent.  Please inform me in advance of absences for school functions.  Exams and discussion participation on days of unexcused absences cannot be made up.  Discussion participation cannot be made up even for excused absences.

2. You demonstrate respect for the teacher and fellow students by prompt arrival and attentiveness in class.  After the roll is taken tardiness is treated the same as an absence.   Plagiarism in written assignments will not be tolerated.

3. Reading assignments must be completed before the class for which they are assigned. Students must email or send by digital drop box two hours before the class their responses to the readings.  I will use these responses to guide our class discussion.

4. Extensions on papers are granted only in unusual circumstances and at least 3 days in advance of the deadline.  If you are sick or for some medical reason could not complete the assignment let me know as soon as possible.  Any late work, which has not been cleared with me in advance, will be reduced by ten percentage points for each class day that it is late.  If you have a scheduled school activity, please turn your assignment in ahead of time.

5. If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor early in the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  In order to receive accommodations, documentation concerning your disability must be on file with the Academic Support Center, KU004, x 7576, margotmz@goshen.edu.  All information will be held in the strictest confidence.
6. Because I am leaving early for SST the class will be front-end loaded, that is you will have a heavy work load in the beginning but will take your final exam after Thanksgiving and be finished.  Because we are finishing early and I will miss two other class days for conferences we will make up four days of class with two Tuesday evening sessions, see syllabus for the dates and plan accordingly.

7. NOTE:  This is an intensive reading and writing course.  You should expect to do at least 2-3 hours of reading/writing for every hour in class.  I am assuming that you can read about 15-25 pages/hour depending on the reading.  If you find yourself reading much slower than this you will have to learn how to skim. If you don’t keep up with reading each day you will not be able to pass the class.  Make sure you arrange your schedules to make this possible.

Course Requirements

Exams 
 (75 + 75 + 100)

250 points

Papers
  (2 x 100)
 

200 points

Map Quiz 

   

  10

Class participation  
   

  40 points




 

500 total

Reading questions if necessary
   50 points

1. Three tests, one after each section in the course, essay and identification, 75 points each with the final worth 100 points.

2. Two papers of 7-8 pages each.  One primary source analysis based on Telling our own Stories and one historiographical analysis of political legitimacy in the life of a current African leader of your choice.  Papers must be typed and double-spaced, 10-12 point.   See sheets at the end for explanation of each. 100 points each. 

3. You may choose to go to the MCC UN Seminar in New York, 21-23 October on “A State of Beings:  Human Security and Sub-Saharan Africa” and write a report on your experience instead of the final paper.  See me if you want to consider this option.

4. Map quiz, including countries of Africa, capital cities and major landforms.  Maps are posted on BlackBoard, both landforms and countries/capital cities.

5. Reading Questions:  Each day there is a reading question listed in the syllabus that we will discuss in class.  You are to come to class each day with the following preparation for class discussion, in writing: 
a. Response to question on the syllabus for the day.

b. Summary of the main point/points of the reading.

c. Question(s) you want to raise/discuss in class.

Reading responses should be no longer than one page, a short paragraph for each question.  If people are not preparing the questions and responding in class I will begin requiring you to post them to me two hours before class and I will give points to those who do so, penalty for those who do not.  If the discussions go well we will only do this occasionally.  You will be expected to hand in reading questions on the days we have discussion groups.
6. Class Participation and Discussion Groups (40 points).  You learn only as much as you invest yourself in the class by participating in discussions and active learning. I will give up to 10 points at midterm and 10 at the end of the semester for participation in class discussions.  We will also have a number of scheduled small group discussions for which you will earn points. The make up of the groups will remain constant and you are expected to facilitate your own discussions and come prepared. If you are not comfortable participating in class discussions you can post your ideas on the Blackboard discussion site and earn some participation credit that way. 
7. Extra Credit (possible 20 points, optional).  Anyone who has experience or a particular interest in any aspect of African culture may petition to present this to the class for everyone’s benefit – may include music, dance, art, food, photos, etc but should be focused on appreciation of a particular cultural form.  See me if you want to pursue this option.
Required Reading: To be purchased at the Bookstore:

John Sutton, A Thousand Years of East Africa (BIEA, 1990).
Greg Maddox, James Giblin and Isaria Kimambo, Custodians of the Land:  Ecoogy and Culture in the History of Tanzania (Ohio U. Press, 1996).
Jan Bender Shetler, Telling Our Own Stories:  Local Histories from the Mara Region, Tanzania (Leiden: Brill, 2003).
James Searing, West African Slavery and Atlantic Commerce:  The Senegal River Valley, 1700-1860 (Cambridge, 1993).
David Lann, Guns and Rain: Guerrillas and Spirit Mediums in Zimbabwe (U of California Press, 1985)
Other Readings on Reserve in the Good Library and on E-Reserves on-line
Finding other information on Africa:

You will  need to do some investigation into other sources in order to write your papers.  

1. One place to start is a general reference site for African History on the web.  That will direct you to other sites.  The Internet African History Sourcebook  is a good one:  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/africa/africasbook.html
2. The library owns a CD Rom available in the reference room called the Microsoft Encarta africana [interactive multimedia] / edited by Kwame Anthony Appiah and Henry Louis Gates, Jr.  This will give you information on many topics of interest.

3. The library also has a good collection of books and journal on Africa.  Check them out!

For information on how to read and write for history see the Bowdoin College website, Reading, Writing and Researching History: A Guide for College Students. http://academic.bowdoin.edu/history/WritingGuides/
First Paper, Primary Source Analysis

African Visions of the Past in the Present: Using Primary Sources for African History


This paper provides an opportunity for you to act as a historian in using primary sources to form your own analysis of a particular issue.  You will use the written and oral texts in Telling our own Stories:  Local Histories from South Mara, Tanzania as the basis for an exploration of a particular issue in African history from the perspective of South Mara history and historians.  How do they see and talk about this issue differently from other histories?  What does that say both about the particular history of this area and also about the context in which they tell these stories today?  Some possible topics to explore include but are not limited to:


Gender Relations


Political Authority


The Colonial Government


Frontier Relations between Hunters, Herders and Farmers


Economic Subsistence Patterns


Relations between Ethnic Groups


Ritual Relationships to the Land


Social Integration of Strangers


Modernization and Development


Spiritual and Religious Beliefs


Kinship and Clans


Wealth and Power

Each paper will contain three parts

1. Introduction of the theme and how it has been presented in other literature

2. Discussion of what the primary sources from the South Mara tell us about this theme

3. Analysis of the evidence from local histories

a. what does this say about the past? (how do you know that?)

b. what does this say about the present? (how do you know that?)

c. what new perspective does it offer historians?

Papers should follow the rubric for thesis style history papers posted on Blackboard

Please use Turbian style footnote or endnote references.

Second Paper:  In-depth Analysis of a Current Problem  

The Problem of Political Legitimacy in Africa Today:  An African Centered Vision 


This paper presents an opportunity to apply many of the African centered concepts we have covered in this class to the problem of political leadership in Africa today.  Choose one African political leader since independence and learn something about his life and the times in which he lived.  Then try to see how he gained political legitimacy or, in some cases, how he lost political legitimacy.  Can you find African concepts or symbols of political legitimacy in the reports about his life?  How much was his leadership dependent upon outside legitimacy or force?  What was the outcome of his leadership?  What does this say about the hope for good leadership in Africa today?  


For this paper you must demonstrate that you understand the importance of recognizing the profound problems of leadership in Africa today, both the internal and external causes of those problems, and how an African centered perspective might bring further understanding.  In order to do this you have to demonstrate the internal logic of the problem and how it connects to older African cultural, social or economic patterns.  It is not enough to declare the problem a result of victimization by outside forces nor to declare the irrationality of African systems.  You must choose one leader in one country to analyze.  You must demonstrate mastery over the concepts we have covered throughout the semester by citing readings and discussions from class.  If you have another idea come see me first.  


Papers should follow the rubric for thesis style history papers posted on Blackboard

Please use Turbian style footnote or endnote references.

African History 2004
	DATE
	TOPIC
	ADVANCED READING
	READING QUESTION

	Thursday, August 26
	Introduction:  An Africa centered history


	10 Myths about Africa

http://jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu/~plarson/syllabi/121/myths/text.htm
Talking about “tribe” http://www.africapolicy.org/bp/ethall.htm
	What do we know about Africa?

	Tuesday, August 31
	Origins:  We all came from Africa!


	On Library Reserve:

- Vansina, “the Roots of African Cultures,” from African History 

- Collins, "Africa and Egypt," pp. 1-49 (skim for argument)
	Does African History begin in Egypt?

	Environmental/Economic History:  Food and Famine (East Africa)

	Thursday, September 2
	Sources in African History:  Artifacts and Languages
	Sutton, A Thousand Years, pp. 1-27

Custodians of the Land, pp. 1-17
On Library Reserve: 

- Feierman, “Economy Society and Language,” from African History, pp. 101-128 
	How can we learn about history before there were written records?

	Tuesday, September 7
	Frontier relations between hunters, farmers and herders
	Sutton, A Thousand Years, pp. 28-56
On Library Reserve: 

- Kairn Klieman, “Of Indigeneity and Incorporation,” from The Pygmies were our Compass, pp. 66-94
Study for map quiz 
	What kind of interactions took place between herders, hunters and farmers on the early frontier?
MAP QUIZ

	Tuesday
8:00 pm
	Extra Session 

Film
	Telling our own Stories, pp. 1-32
	

	Thursday, September 9
	Oral sources for African History 

	Telling our own Stories, pp. 245-285. 

On-line BlackBoard:

- JBS "The Gendered Spaces of Historical Knowledge” 

On Library Reserve: 

- Spear, “Tales of Origin,” in Kenya’s Past, pp. 46-68
	Are oral traditions legitimate historical sources?  Why? How can they be used by historians?

	Tuesday, September 14
	Demography & 
Discussion Groups: African historical vision
	Telling our own Stories, pp. 33-141, English only!
Custodians of the Land, “Environmental and Demographic Change,” 19-61
	What are the characteristics of the particular vision of the past in these oral traditions?  

	Tuesday 8:00 pm
	Extra Session 

Film
	Telling our own Stories, pp.143-172
	

	Thursday, September 16
	Topic: Heterarchy

Discussion Groups:

State formation
	Sutton, A Thousand Years, pp. 57-101
Feierman, “Political Culture and Political Economy,” in African History, pp. 129-151.
	How/why did different forms of political authority develop in early societies?

	Tuesday, September 21
	Topic:  The Time of Disasters
	Custodians of the Land, pp. 67-151
Telling our own Stories, pp. 173-244

	How did East African Societies cope with famine and ecological disaster?

	Thursday, September 23
	Topic: Colonial Environmental Control
	Custodians of the Land, pp. 152-236.
	What changes in the relationship of people to their environment took place with colonialism?

	Tuesday, Sept. 28
	EXAM
	Study for Exam
	Exam

	Social History of Labor: Reciprocity, Slavery and Wage Labor (West Africa)

	Thursday, September 30
	African Political Economy
	Searing, West African Slavery, Ch 1, pp. 1-26
	What kind of political and economic systems existed in this region before the Atlantic slave trade?

	Tuesday, October 5
	Slavery in Africa
Discussion Groups
	Searing, West African Slavery, Ch 2, pp. 27-58.
Library Reserve:  

- C. Piot, "Of Slaves and the Gift"
	What was slavery like in Africa before the Atlantic trade?

	Thursday, October 7
	The Atlantic Slave Trade
	Write Paper – Telling our Own Stories
	Paper due

How did the Atlantic Slave Trade change older systems of exchange?

	Tuesday, October 12
	FALL BREAK

	Thursday, October 14
	NO CLASS


	Searing, West African Slavery, Ch 3 pp. 93-128.
Library Reserve:  

- Philip Curtin, "The West African Coast in the Era of the Slave Trade"
	Why did people in West Africa continue to trade slaves? DUE IN DROP-BOX

	Tuesday, October 19
	Slave Society 
Discussion Groups:  Women and Slavery
	Searing, West African Slavery, Ch 4 pp. 129-162.
Library Reserve:  

- Collins, "Women in African Societies," 183-212
	What role did women play in slavery and the slave trade?

	Thursday, October 21
	Islam and Jihad
	Searing, West African Slavery, Ch 5 pp.163-199

Library Reserve:

- Documents, pp. 128-140, 143-151, 161-169, 172-5.
	What is the role of Islam in bringing about political and economic changes in the 19th century?

	Tuesday, October 26
	The Transition to Legitimate Commerce and Colonial Labor
	Library Reserve:

Ray A. Kea, “Plantations and Labour”

Kristin Mann, “Owners, Slaves and the Struggle for Labor”

Searing West African Slavery, Ch 6
	What changes took place in the transition from slave to “free” labor?

	Thursday, October 28
	EXAM


	Study for Exam
	Exam

	Political History:  Authority and the State (Southern Africa)

	Tuesday, November 2
	Colonial Partition
	Lann, Guns and Rain, pp. 1-71
	How was Europe able to establish its rule over a continent in such short time?

	Tuesday 8:00 pm
	Extra Session Film
	Work on Paper
	

	Thursday, November 4
	The Basis of Political Rule

Discussion Groups
	Lann, Guns and Rain, pp. 72-117
	What was precolonial political authority based on?

	Tuesday, November 9
	Colonial Resistance Movements
	Lann, Guns and Rain, pp. 121-202
	Why did the peasants trust the guerillas?

	Tuesday evening 8:00
	Extra Session 

Film: “Flame”
	Work on Paper
	

	Thursday, Nov. 11
	NO CLASS
	Write Paper on Political Legitimacy 


	

	Tuesday, November 16
	Nationalism and Decolonization


	Lann, Guns and Rain, pp. 207-215
Library Reserve:

- Philip Curtin, “African Resistance and the Liquidation of European Empire,” from African History, pp. 513-29.
	How was Zimbabwe able to gain national independence?

	Thursday, November 18
	The Challenges of Independence

Discussion Groups: Papers 
	Library Reserve:
- Documents, pp. 339-62, 368-9


	Paper due

	Tuesday, November 23
	Ethnic Conflict and Finding Hope
	Library Reserve:

- Alexander et al, Violence and Memory, pp. 204-253
	What is the root cause of ethnic conflict in Africa today?

	Thursday, Nov. 25
	THANKSGIVING BREAK

	Tuesday, Nov. 30
	FINAL EXAM
	Study for Exam
	Exam

	Thursday, December 2
	NO CLASS


