HIST 240:World Geography

Fall 2004, Goshen College 

MWF 2:00-2:50, Wyse 319
Professor Jan Bender Shetler
Office: Wyse 311, phone 7108, email jans@goshen.edu

Course Description

Survey of the world’s geographic regions with emphasis on the impact humans have had on the physical environment and explanation for variation of the world’s regions.  Course includes regular discussion of current issues in world affairs.

Course Objectives

1. To become responsible global citizens by learning the basic facts about the world 

2. To actively engage discussion and debate of some of the world’s most pressing issues in both written and oral form.

3. To gain a deeper understanding of, and appreciation for, the world’s diverse societies and cultures in relation to their physical and human environments. 

4. To critically reflect on how our knowledge of the world is shaped by representation of the world in maps and other media.

5. To be able to think like a geographer with a spatial way of understanding the world.  

Course Policies

1. Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  After two unexcused absence your grade will drop one percentage point for each day you are absent.  Please inform me in advance of absences for school functions.  Exams, quizzes and discussion questions on days of unexcused absences cannot be made up.  

2. You demonstrate respect for the teacher and fellow students by prompt arrival and attentiveness in class.  I will take attendance at the beginning of each session, tardiness is counted the same as an absence.   Plagiarism in written assignments will not be tolerated and will mean failure in the class.

3. Reading assignments must be completed before the class for which they are assigned. Students should come to class with written questions and reading notes, regarding each assignment. Be prepared!  There will be time in each class session for clarification of readings.  Lectures will not necessarily cover the text readings, for which you will be held responsible.  

4. Assignments must be turned in on the day they are due or they will loose 10% points each day that they are late unless an extension is granted at least 3 days before the paper is due.  

5. Bring your Atlas and your Textbook to class each session, you never know when we will need them.  Be prepared.  

6. Goshen College wants to help all students be as academically successful as possible.  If you have a disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor early in the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  In order to receive accommodations, documentation concerning your disability must be on file with the Academic Support Center, AD 14a, x 7576, margotmz@goshen.edu.  All information will be held in the strictest confidence.
Course Requirements

1. Exams - You will be responsible to read and learn the content of each text chapter as it is assigned.  There will be a midterm and a final that will cover this material, multiple choice, essay and map exercises.  The essays will come from the issues discussions and class presentations by the teacher or the students.  If you study the multiple choice questions for each chapter on the internet textbook site and take notes in class you should do fine on the midterm and final exams.
2. Quizzes - For each chapter you will test yourself from the internet site for the textbook, Map Exercises (Physical, Major Cities, Countries).  After each chapter, almost every Friday, there will be a map quiz over that region.  You cannot make up the quiz except for excused absences arranged ahead of time.  I will throw out the lowest quiz score at the end of the semester.
3. Discussion groups will meet each week to discuss the particular issue covered for that region in class.  In addition there will be time for full class discussions.  Discussions allow you to formulate your own ideas, to take a stand on issues, to clarify and question.  You will come prepared for each discussion session by answering the three discussion questions provided on the Blackboard site, 5 points each one.  Three points possible for participation in discussion sections.  

4. Current Events - Each student will sign up for a region and read the news from a city within that region each day.  These readings will go toward the paper on Media.  During the time that the region of your newspaper is being covered you will present the news from that region or the perspective of that region during the current events section for the day, 5 minutes each.  Each person in the group will present using a different media source.  See end of syllabus for more details.

5. Each student will also sign up for a popular culture presentation from one region and will work with other students to present in class, no more than 10 minutes for each student and 10 for class discussion, 40 minutes total.  See end of syllabus for more details.

6. You will be assigned two short papers, 4-5 pages (including the map), on various Representations of the World:  1) State of the World Atlas, 2) Media.  These must be fully cited and include a bibliography. They will also each include a world map.  See end of syllabus for more details.

7. Because I am leaving early for SST the class will be front-end loaded, that is you will have a heavy work load in the beginning but will take your final exam after Thanksgiving and be finished.  Because we are finishing early we will make up two days of class with two Tuesday evening sessions, see syllabus for the dates and plan accordingly.
Grades

Midterm and final exams 

 200 

Current Events presentation

   10 

Popular Culture presentation

   50
   

Discussion Questions/Participation
 100 

Representations Paper, Maps

   50  
 


Representations Paper, Media

   50

Map Quizzes



   40





 500 points

Required Texts to Purchase
Michael Bradshaw, George White and Joseph Dymond, Contemporary World Regional Geography (McGraw Hill, 2004). 

Dan Smith, The State of the World Atlas (Penguin, latest)

Annual Editions, Global Issues, 2004-5

Schedule, Fall 2004, World Geography

	Date
	Topic/Class Activities
	Advanced Reading
	Due in Class

	Wed. 

Aug. 25
	Introduction


	
	

	Fri., 

Aug. 27
	Basic Geography Concepts


	Ch. 1 Globalization and World Region
Begin reading a newspaper from your region and continue through to the paper
	

	Mon.,

Aug. 30


	Representations: Maps
and Globalization
	Ch2 Human Development and World Regional Geography
	

	Wed.,

Sept. 1


	Issue/Discussion: Globalization


	Global Issues, Unit 4, #12-14 and #2
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p. 5
	Discussion questions:  


	Fri.,

Sept. 3
	Representations: Maps
	State of the World Atlas
	

	Mon.,

Sept. 6


	Europe
Current Events
	Ch.3 Europe


	

	Wed.,

Sept. 8
	Issue/Discussion: The European Union


	Global Issues, #15, #29, #30
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p. 82
	Discussion questions:

	Fri.,

Sept. 10
	Student presentations
	State of the World Atlas
	Map Quiz

	Mon.,

Sept. 13


	Russia and its Neighbors
Current Events
	Ch 4 Russia and Neighboring Countries

	

	Wed.

Sept. 15


	Issue/Discussion: Russia as a world power?
	Global Issues, #3, #16, #24, #31
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p.142


	Discussion questions

	Fri.,

Sept. 17
	Student Presentations
	State of the World Atlas
	Map Quiz

	Mon.

Sept. 20
	Maps
	State of the World Atlas
	

	Wed., Sept 22
	CELEBRATE SERVICE DAY

	Fri.,

Sept. 24
	Issue/Discussion:  Representations of the World – State of the World Atlas
	Papers 
	Paper Due in Class:  Representations Paper – State of the World Atlas

	Mon.

Sept. 27
	East Asia
Current Events
	Ch. 5 East Asia

	

	Wed.

Sept. 29
	Issue/Discussion:   Population Policies in China
	Global Issues, #1, #5, #20, #26, #27
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p. 206
	Discussion questions

	Fri.

Oct. 1
	Student Presentations
	Media
	Map Quiz

	Mon.

Oct. 4
	Southeast Asia and South Pacific

Current Events
	Ch 6 Southeast Asia and South Pacific


	

	Wed.

Oct. 6


	Issue/Discussion:  
The Pacific Rim
	Global Issues, #38, #37, #40
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p.224
	Discussion questions

	Fri.

Oct. 8
	EXAM 


	Study for exam
	Map Quiz with 
Exam

	Oct. 

11 & 13
	MIDTERM BREAK

	Fri. 

Oct. 15
	Issue/Discussion:

Representations – Media
	Write Paper
	Representations Paper – Media

	Mon.

Oct. 18
	South Asia

Current Events
	Ch 7 South Asia

	

	Oct 19

Tuesday 7:00 pm
	Extra Session
Student Presentations

	Student Presentation from Southeast Asia and South Pacific
	

	Wed.

Oct. 20
	Issue/Discussion: Conflict in Kashmir
	Global Issues, #19, #28, #35
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p. 274
	Discussion questions

	Fri.

Oct. 22
	Student Presentations
	
	Map Quiz

	Mon.

Oct. 25
	North Africa and Southwest Asia
Current Events
	Ch. 8 Northern Africa and Southwestern Asia
	

	Wed.

Oct. 27
	Issue/Discussion: Israel/Palestine Conflict


	Global Issues, #17, #18, #25
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p. 320
	Discussion questions

	Fri.

Oct. 29
	Student Presentations
	
	Map Quiz

	Mon.

Nov. 1
	Sub-Saharan Africa

Current Events
	Ch 9 Africa South of the Sahara



	Discussion questions

	Wed.

Nov. 3
	Issue/Discussion: Famine
	Global Issues, #7, #10, #11
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p. 404
	

	Fri. 

Nov. 5
	Student Presentation
	
	Map Quiz

	Mon.

Nov. 8
	Middle and South America

	Ch 10 Latin America
	

	Wed.

Nov. 10


	Issue/Discussion: Tropical Forests/Deforestation
	Global Issues, #8, #22, #36
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p.434
	Discussion questions

	Fri.

Nov. 12
	Student Presentations
	
	Map Quiz

	Mon.

Nov. 15
	North America

Current Events
	Ch 11 North America


	

	Wed.

Nov. 17
	Issue/Discussion: NAFTA
	Global Issues, #4, #9, #21, #23
See Point/Counterpoint, text, p. 504
	Discussion questions

	Fri.

Nov. 19
	Student Presentations

	
	Map Quiz

	Mon.

Nov. 22
	Global Connections
	Ch 12 Global Connections Local Voices
	

	Nov. 23

Tuesday 7:00 pm
	EXTRA SESSION
Film
	
	

	Wed.

Nov. 24
	Issue/Discussion:  Terrorism


	Global Issues, #32, #39, see previous
Last text chapter
	Discussion questions


	Fri.

Nov. 26
	THANKSGIVING BREAK

	Mon.

Nov. 29
	FINAL EXAM

	Wed.

Dec. 1
	No Class 

	Fri.

Dec. 3
	READING/ADVISING DAYS

	 
	


PAPERS AND PROJECTS

World Representations Papers

This set of two papers will explore different ways of representing the world through 1) the State of the World Atlas and 3) the Media.  Each of these are in a sense mental maps of the world, they convey ideas about how we see the world, a world view or a cosmology.  They portray something about what we think is important, which places are more important than others and what values are attached to different places in the world.  Even though we often see maps, in particular, as an objective view of the world, representations of the world are never neutral, they always convey an ideology or a political stance in the world.  These exercises are designed to make you conscious of the different forms in which the world is represented to us each day in hopes that you will become more critical of, or at least more reflective about, those representations.  

You do not have to use other sources for these papers other than the ones indicated.  But you should cite your source when you refer to a particular page or concept from the source.  Each paper will contain a map that summarizes this representation of the world.  You can draw the map by hand or on a computer but it should be original.  Be creative with these papers, they ask you to think beyond the obvious and to see how these representations of the world subtly mold our ideas about the world with very particular consequences.  This should be a thesis-style essay, so I will be looking for a thesis statement at the end of the first paragraph of your paper that will be supported as points in your argument in the topic sentence of each succeeding paragraph.  You will be graded on the following criteria:  Thesis/Argument, Evidence, Writing, Map, Creativity (See writing rubric on the Blackboard site for more details.)  Your thesis statement might begin something like, "The State of the World Atlas or the London Times represents the world as…"

1) Representations of the World:  The State of the World Atlas
In class we will be going over a number of the maps in the State of the World Atlas.  You are to look at all of the maps and think reflectively about what overall vision of the world is reflected in these maps and why.  Some questions that you might think about, but are not limited to, include:  Why are certain things chosen over others to be represented on the maps?  What things are valued?  Who might benefit from this view of the world?  Who put the Atlas out?  Who was meant to read it?  Is it a neutral and objective view of the world?  How else might the world be represented on a series of world maps?  How closely do these maps represent reality on the ground?  Is local diversity taken into account?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of this approach?  Is there any way to check the data or to question whether the representation is fair?  Does it imply why the world is in this state?  What do you learn from studying these maps?  What kinds of innovative ways to map are used and to what effect?  After studying these maps how would you characterize the world?  How is it divided?  What are the characteristics of those divisions?  What would this atlas be useful for?  What kind of information can be communicated easily in an Atlas and what kind cannot?

2) Representations of the World:  International Media

At the beginning of the course you will choose one region of the world that you want to follow in terms of how their media represents the world.  Identify a newspaper from that region by looking in one of the largest cities in that region, that has an international news section, and one that is published in English! The following are places to begin the search:

On the Goshen College Library Page, http://www.goshen.edu/library/newssources.htm
List of On-Line Newspapers on the web, http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/
Arabic Media on the Internet, English sites listed, http://www.arabchamber.com/media/
The Internet Public Library, Newspapers, http://www.ipl.org/div/news/
Reference Desk US and World Newspaper list, http://www.refdesk.com/paper.html
News and Newspapers on-line, http://library.uncg.edu/news/
Lists by the place the news in about, http://www.abyznewslinks.com/
If you want to get your news from a shortwave radio you may also tune in to the international news daily for BBC World News or Deutsche Welle or Voice of America or another worldwide radio station.  

Read the international news each day and note the main news story(ies) for the day.  Then put that story on a world map where the story took place, perhaps with a date and a symbol for what kind of story it is – a gun for conflict, a dollar sign for economic news, etc.  Keep a brief record of the stories to which the symbols refer.  By the end of the three weeks you should have a world map that would give some indication of patterns in world news.  For this exercise you will need a blank world map to record your stories.  You can find one on this site or elsewhere on the web:  http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/world_country.pdf
Which areas get reported on most?  What kinds of stories are covered for which places?  Write an essay that interprets this map.  What does it say about how the media represents the world?  What are we not hearing about?  Is the reporting biased?  

Read the headlines for the day too even if it is not on international news so that you get some sense of what is most important here in this place.  

You might also want to look at the New York Times as a check on the interpretation that you are getting from the world media source.  How is it different?  If you are ambitious you might map the New York Times as a contrast.

Current Events Presentations

You will have to cooperate with the other people who are signed up for this day to decide who will be reading what newspapers.  Try to get each of you reading a different one.  When you are ready to do your 5-minute current events presentation in class divide amongst yourselves the following assignments:

1) Have one person in the group report on some news story from the regional media, perhaps a headline from the last few days.  

2) Have another person see what the New York Times, or another US paper, is reporting about that region over the past couple of days to a week.  

3) Have the third person report what a newspaper from that region found to be the most important international news of the week and how they interpreted it.  

Each person has five minutes to report.  Tell the class what newspaper you read and the date.  Give the facts of the story and then tell something about the particular interpretation of this media as you have read it over the last few weeks, perhaps comparing it to other stories or giving examples from other stories in that paper.

Popular Culture Presentations

You will have to cooperate with the other people who are signed up for this region to decide what you will do, this is a joint presentation in which everyone has a part and gets graded separately on their own parts, but of course it matters what the whole looks like too!  Your assignment is to find some form of popular culture current in that region today that you can present to the class, something that young people your age would like.  It can be influenced by global culture, like rap, but has to be produced by a local artist and reflect something of the history and culture of the region.  For example what kind of music produced by groups in the region are young people listening to?  What are the lyrics?  Can you translate and interpret them?  What are they singing about?  What is the source of the music itself?  In what context do people listen to this music and how does it fit into their lives?  What about popular theatre, written by local playwrights?  You could perform an act of the play and then interpret it for us.  Other ideas might be to look at dance, clothing, street art, body art, food, etc.  I am assuming that you can find something like this on the web.  But also ask international students from this region to help you.  You must be able to show the connection between regional tradition and global culture.
Once you identify the form of popular culture that you want to explore you need to find an effective way of communicating it to us in class, through CD, Video,  PowerPoint photos, a drama, a demonstration, a dance, etc.  You should try to identify the artist by name and tell us something about them, the country or region where it is performed and something about the context in which it is performed.  After you demonstrate or describe or show the form of expression you need to interpret it in terms of what we have learned about this region.  How does this form of expression relate to the physical, social, cultural, political, demographic, environmental geography that we are learning about?  Does it seem consistent with what we know about the region?  Can you explain why this form of expression appeals to young people?  What is the connection between global culture and local forms of expression?   You might think of the presentation as having four parts:

1) demonstration or presentation of the form of popular culture

2) background of artist and context for this form of popular culture

3) interpretation in terms of its relation to regional geography 

4) time for discussion, questions in the end. 

You can have each person in the group take one part or have everyone help with each, just so everyone in the group participates.  You do not need to hand in a finished paper but at the end of the presentation give me the notes that you used and a bibliography for the part that you did.  Please let me know at least one day in advance what your group is planning to do and if you need any special equipment for your presentation.  Get started right away and come to me if you need more ideas.  Make this a fun project!  
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